
                                         
 
                                                             October 10, 2023 
                                                                     6:30 p.m. 
                                                               Public Hearing 
 
Present: Supervisor Gerald L. Deming, Councilmen: Frank Rose Jr., Amos Smith, 
                Jason Swede and Norman Gates. 
 
Absent: None 
 
Others: James Campbell (Town Attorney), Dustin Geiger, Joe McIlroy and Henry Fuller 
 
Supervisor Deming opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m. and asked Attorney 
Campbell to read aloud the hearing notice.  
 
     
 
                                                      LEGAL NOTICE 
                                       NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to the provisions of the Code of the Town of 
York, and pursuant to New York State Town Law, that a public hearing shall be held by 
the Town Board of the Town of York at the Town Hall, located at 2668 Main Street, 
York, New York at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 10, 2023 for the purpose of 
considering public opinion and comment about or concerning a proposed Local Law 
relating to the following: 
 
A Local Law to adopt a real property tax exemption pursuant to New York State Real 
Property Tax Law §466-a, for certain qualifying volunteer firefighters and volunteer 
ambulance workers that are residents of the Town of York, Livingston County, New 
York. 
 
A copy of the proposed Local Law is available for review by the public at the office of the 
Town Clerk during regular Town Clerk hours and is available on the Town’s website at 
www.yorkny.org. 
 
All interested persons are invited to appear and be heard at the aforesaid time and place. 
 
Dated: September 13, 2023 
 
By Order of the York Town Board 
 
Christine M. Harris, Town Clerk 
 
 

http://www.yorkny.org/


Supervisor Deming asked if there were any comments or questions pertaining to the 
proposed local law. 
 
Attorney Campbell commented that this exemption only applies to year-round residents 
within the Town of York and must be verified by the local fire department as to whom is 
“active” in order to confirm eligibility and had accrued at least 20 years of active service. 
 
Dustin Geiger commented if the Town Board approves this law, the exemption will 
appear on the county/town tax bill, but for any exemption on the school taxes, York 
Central School would have to follow suit with approval as well for the benefit. 
 
Councilman Smith inquired if this is a new exemption? 
 
Supervisor Deming replied it is new for Livingston County. 
 
Dustin Geiger responded tht may other areas around the State have already offered this 
exemption for eligible volunteers. 
 
Supervisor Deming stated some volunteers may already be receiving a $200.00 benefit 
on their income tax.  They will have to decide which is a better option for them, it must 
be one or the other, not both. 
 
Councilman Swede commented he sees this exemption as a good thing and added 
perhaps more people might be willing to volunteer in their local communities on 
ambulance or with the fire department. 
 
Dustin Geiger stated, this will have minimal impact on the residents who do not qualify.  
 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Swede to close the Public 
Hearing at 6:40 p.m.  Voted on and approved, Yes-5, No-0. 
 
 
 
                                                                              Respectfully Submitted, 

                                                                              Christine Harris, 

                                                                              Christine M. Harris, Clerk 
 
 
     
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                         York Town Board Meeting 
                                                              October 10, 2023 
                                                                       7:00 p.m.     

  
 

Present: Supervisor Gerald Deming, Council Members: Frank Rose Jr., Amos Smith,  
                Jason Swede and Norman Gates.  
 
Absent: None 
 
Others: James Campbell (Town Attorney), Dustin Geiger, Joe McIlroy, Henry Fuller, 
George Worden Jr. (Highway Supt) Joe Eyer, Davies Nagel, Larry Lacy, Chris Ward, 
Molly Cummings, David Rose, Kirk Richenberg and Becky Lewis. 
 
 
Supervisor Deming opened the Town Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. and invited 
Councilman Rose to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES: 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Swede and seconded by Mr. Smith to approve the minutes 
of the September 12th, 2023 Town Board Meeting.  Voted on and approved, Yes-5, No-0. 
 
BILLS:  
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Gates to approve all claims 
brought before the Board.  Voted on and approved, Yes-5, No-0. 
 

•  General Fund # 243-275                                             $ 41,378.01 
 

•  Consolidated Water/Sewer # 201-224                    $107,120.22 
 

•  Highway Fund # 144-152                                           $ 4,515.78 
 
 
Supervisor Deming stated that Mr. Richenberg submitted a letter at the September 12th 
Town Board meeting that he wished to respond to this evening.  Mr. Deming prepared a 
statement but asked Attorney Campbell to read aloud due to a recent cold he has leaving 
him with minimal voice. 
 



                                                       





 
 
 



PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR: 
1)Molly Cummings: 
Molly Cummings came to speak with the Board this evening on behalf of the York Small 
Business Association.  Ms. Cummings began by discussing a flyer prepared, “Happening 
in York” which outlines upcoming events on October 28th.  Ms. Cummings stated that 
the York Small Business owners have been getting together to figure out a way to get the 
community more involved and thought this might be a way to get started to help support 
the local businesses. 

 



                   
 
 
 
2)Becky Lewis: 
Ms. Lewis updated the Board on the Trail Town Committee activities. Ms. Lewis stated 
that she recently attended a Fall gathering for Genesee Valley Communities, which we 
received two certificates. The first is a framed Certificate of Recognition as a participant 
of the Genesee Valley Trail Town program and the second is a New York State Senate 
Citation for the Town of York in recognition and dedication as a Genesee Valley Trail 
Town member, signed by Senator Pamela Helming. (both will be displayed in the Town 
Clerk’s office). 
 



Ms. Lewis stated that the meeting was very useful as it allowed each Trail Town 
Community to update everyone on their latest activities. It was mentioned that there 
may be additional grant opportunities to tap into as well. 
 

 
 
 



3)Henry Fuller: 
Mr. Fuller asked each Board Member their opinion on sending only one individual to 
negotiate a 3–10-million-dollar solar contract: 
 Councilman Rose answered, as Supervisor for the Town, Mr. Deming represents 
us here and at the County level, and is confident in his abilities to negotiate. 
 Councilman Smith, Swede and Gates each responded that they agree with 
Councilman Rose’s statement. 
 
Mr. Fuller commented, so if something should go wrong, no one else would be aware of 
it? 
 
Supervisor Deming replied when negotiations are ready further down the road, the 
entire Town Board will definitely be part of the process and will be discussed at a board 
meeting(s) in open session.   
 
 
4)Kirk Richenberg: 
Mr. Richenberg asked to speak this evening regarding the Annual Budget and White 
Creek Solar: 
 
Mr. Richenberg stated at last month’s board meeting, it was approved to accept the 
proposal for engineering services from CPL for the Highway garage roof. 
 
Supervisor Deming replied that the Board did approve their proposal as we have used 
CPL for other projects, more importantly this is a time issue, Mr. Worden wants this 
done before winter. 
 
Mr. Richenberg referenced the conversation that took place that night about looking at 
other engineering firms for a quote. 
 
Councilman Smith stated the need to fix the problem before winter was a factor. 
 
Mr. Richenberg asked about upcoming budget sessions. 
 
Supervisor Deming responded that he, along with Justin Bennett met with each board 
member individually to prepare the Tentative Budget. 
 
Mr. Richenberg inquired if any progress has been made on White Creek. 
 
Supervisor Deming replied that there have been steps moving forward but then also 
resistance on other matters. 
 
Mr. Richenberg asked if anyone besides Supervisor Deming is part of the negotiations? 
 
Supervisor Deming answered that Councilman Jay Swede has been part of the 
negotiations as well. 
 



Mr. Richenberg asked if Mr. Bacon is part of the Host Agreement conversations? 
 
Supervisor Deming stated for the benefit of the Town of York we are discussing the 
entire packet, some conversations Mr. Bacon is part of. 
 
Mr. Richenberg questioned if there is anything in the law that the Host 
Agreement/PILOT are together? 
 
Attorney Campbell answered that White Creek doesn’t have a preference, payments 
could be separate if need be.  Mr. Campbell added, the PILOT agreement is with the 
IDA, which payment structure could be a longer time period.  Depending upon where 
negotiations end up, we could have different agreements. 
 
Mr. Richenberg asked if our York system is comprised once Covington came on? 
 
Mr. Worden replied our system has not been comprised at all.  
 
Mr. Richenberg asked about the status of the advertisement for personnel 
 
Mr. Worden answered we received one application for a Water/Wastewater Operator. 
 
 
 
HIGHWAY REPORT: 
Mr. Worden reported the following for the Highway Department: 

• Department has been patching holes & mowing roadside 

• With the assistance from the Town of Leicester, we worked on the Piffard 
Water project 

• Conducted a crossover fix at Limerick Road & York Road West 

• Fixing driveway culverts as well 
 
 
WATER/SEWER REPORT: 
Mr. Worden reported the following for the Water & Sewer Department: 

• Water/Sewer guys have been helping with the Piffard water project 

• Maintenance on the sewer pumps 

• On Rt. 20 water line, we have an issue with an altitude valve, which is 
getting re-built. 

 
Councilman Smith inquired if Growmark has connected, which Mr. Worden responded 
they have connected and pressure tested the line but have yet to use any water.  Mr. 
Worden added that there are two (2) services at Growmark. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1)Highway garage roof: 



RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Swede permission to 
advertise for bids for the Highway Garage Roof Replacement.  Bids to be opened and 
read aloud on December 1, 2023 at 2:00 pm.  Voted on and approved, Yes-5, No-0. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2)Local Law #5-2023 
Supervisor Deming stated that the Board held a Public Hearing earlier this evening 
regarding a Partial Exemption for certain volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers 
and asked if they wish to proceed with the proposed Local Law.  The Board agreed to do 
so. 
 
Attorney Campbell stated that is a Type II Action under SEQR, which does not require 
additional action prior to approval.  
 
 
 
 
 
ADOPTION: 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Rose and seconded by Mr. Swede to approve Local Law 
#5-2023 Providing a Partial Exemption from real Property taxes to certain eligible 
Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance workers.  Voted on and approved, Yes-
5, No-0. 
 





 
 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1)Tentative Budget: 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rose to accept the Tentative 
Budget presented as the 2024 Preliminary Budget.  Voted on and approved, Yes-5,  
No-0. 
 
 
BUDGET HEARING/TOWN BOARD MEETING: 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Swede and seconded by Mr. Smith to schedule the 2024 
Town of York Budget Hearing and regular meeting for Thursday, October 26, 2023 
at 5:00 p.m.  Voted on and approved, Yes-5, No-0. 
 
 
 *Town Board meeting will immediately follow the Budget Hearing 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2)Water Service Restoration: 
 a) 2368 Craig Road: 
 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Rose and seconded by Mr. Swede to approve the Water 
Service Restoration request submitted by Lawnel Farms 2, LLC for property located at 
2368 Craig Road, in the amount of $200.00.  Voted on and approved, Yes-5, No-0. 
 
 
 
3)Court Grant: 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rose authorizing application 
for funds from the 2023-2024 Justice Court Assistance Program:  
 
RESOLVED; the York Town Board herby authorizes the York Town Court: Honorable 
Thomas A. Porter to apply for a Justice Court Assistance Program (JCAP) Grant in the 
2023-2024 grant cycle up to the maximum amount available or $9,001.12, for the 
purchase of: 
 
 A wall split unit for court offices that heats as well as cools $6,200.00 
            Key pad entry doors (2) for court offices $   250.48 
            Acoustic panels for Court Clerk’s office   $1,060.88 
            Acoustic panels for Judges’ office             $1,489.76 
 
Voted on and approved, Yes-5, No-0. 
 
 
 
4)Records Destruction Authorization: 
Clerk Harris prepared a Records Destruction Form for the Board to review per “Records 
and Disposition Schedule for New York Local Government Records, (LGS-01) 2020”, 
revised in 2022. 
 
Upon review…. 
 
 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Swede and seconded by Mr. Smith to approve the Records 
Destruction Authorization Form prepared by Clerk Harris.  Voted on and approved, 
 Yes-5, No-0. 



                                    

 

 
 
 
 
OTHER: 
1)Property Violation: 
Supervisor Deming informed the Board of a property violation on Rt. 63 (Genesee 
Street) that Code Enforcement Officer Mr. Peter and Attorney Campbell are aware of as 
well, and commented that he and Councilman Rose visited recently along with Mark 
Grove from the Livingston County Health Department.  Attorney Campbell reported 
that the owner of the property, Mr. Davis passed away earlier in the year, but the parcel 



has many outstanding issues that need to be addressed.  Attorney Campbell has had 
conversations with the deceased’s’ sister to try to decipher a cleanup plan.  She 
expressed that she reached out to get the dumpster emptied but due to a vehicle in the 
way, they were unable to proceed with the removal.  She informed Attorney Campbell 
that the car has finally been removed as of last week, so once a dumpster company 
comes, she can then contact others for multiple needs for the cleanup process.  Attorney 
Campbell commented he is encouraged with the fact that she continues to reach out to 
him to keep him updated. 
 
Supervisor Deming addressed Mr. Eyer at this time saying, after his conversation with 
the Town Board last meeting regarding zoning concerns on Cowan Road, he did contact 
Zoning/Code Officer Mr. Peter to send a letter to the Heckman’s about the excessive 
debris at their property.  
 
After no further discussion…. 
 
                                 
ADJOURNMENT: 
RESOLUTION offered by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Gates to adjourn the Town 
Board Meeting until October 26th  Budget Hearing.  Voted on and approved, Yes-5,  
No-0.   
 
Town Board meeting closed at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                               Respectfully Submitted, 

                                                                               Christine Harris, 

                                                         Christine M. Harris, Town Clerk 
 


